Cat-scratch disease presenting as abdominal visceral granulomas.
Three cases of atypical, clinically unsuspected cat-scratch disease (CSD), diagnosed by demonstration of the CSD bacillus in an abdominal visceral organ, are presented. In two cases CSD bacilli were demonstrated for the first time in splenic granulomas in a child and in an adult with acquired immunodeficiency syndrome (AIDS)-related complex. In both cases, there was granulomatous hepatitis as well as splenitis. In the third case, the CSD bacillus was present in hepatic granulomas in an adult with granulomatous hepatitis. In all cases, granulomatous inflammation with suppuration in the viscera was identical to that previously described for lymph nodes in CSD. All patients eventually recovered completely. Clinical awareness of the broad spectrum of CSD should avoid the cost and morbidity of prolonged hospitalization, medications, and invasive surgery for a disease that is self-limited and not clearly responsive to antibiotics and that can usually be diagnosed by noninvasive means.